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Irani to lay foundation stone for IISER, IIT, IIIT in AP 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/irani-to-lay-foundation-stone-for-iiser-iit-iiit-in-ap-

115032500933_1.html 

Smriti Irani will lay the foundation stone for three premier educational institutions - Indian Institute of Science Education 

and Research, Indian Institute of Technology and Indian Institute of Information Technology - in Andhra Pradesh on 

March 28.  

 

The function will be held in the presence of Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu.  

 

IISER Tirupati would be mentored by IISER Pune, which was the first to be established in 2006. The institution will 

initially function from a temporary campus until the permanent one comes into existence, a state government statement 

said.  

 

It said IIT, Tirupati would be established in an area of 590 acres at Meralapaka Village in Yerpedu Mandal near Tirupati 

in Chittoor district.  

 

IIT Madras will mentor the Tirupati campus along with the new institution in Palakkad, Kerala, the release said.  

 

IIIT is being set up at Sri city, Satyavedu mandal in Chittoor district.  

 

"The presence of world's leading companies in Sri city will provide great opportunities to the students and faculty of IIIT 

for research and internships," it added.  

 

This IIIT would also focus on research in the areas of ESDM (Electronic System Design & Manufacturing), automotive 

electronics, cloud computing, data analytics, technologies for smart cities, supply chain & logistics, clean energy and 

aerospace, the statement said. 

Narendra Modi government in final lap to approve IIM Bill  

NEW DELHI: Almost a year after it came to power, the Modi government is in the final lap of approving its first 
substantial education legislation. ET has learnt that the HRD ministry dispatched the Indian Institutes of Management 
Bill, 2015, to the Union Cabinet on March 11. 
 
"The proposed law is expected to come up for Cabinet approval before the budget session of Parliament resumes on 
April 20," said a senior ministry official. 
 
The IIM Bill, 2015, aims to empower the 13 premier B-Schools to award degrees instead of diplomas to its students at 
the end of the two-year MBA programme. 
 
The ministry is keen to introduce this bill in the Lok Sabha in the second half of the budget session.  

HRD Minister Smriti Irani has had better luck with getting education bills to pass muster in Parliament than her UPA-II 
predecessors . In the last 10 months her ministry has managed to get three bills passed, but each of them wasn't 
radically new as they only sought to add new SPAs, IITs and central varsities to the list of existing statutory educational 
institutions. 
 
The IIM Bill, in this context, could be considered Modi sarkar's first substantial education law. The bill, when passed, will 
mainly benefit graduates applying abroad for research opportunities. 
 
Currently, an IIM alumnus has to request his or her respective institute to provide a certificate saying that the diploma is 
equivalent to an MBA degree in India. This step will also help IIMs gain global recognition and attract more foreign 
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students. 
 
As of now, their global appeal is limited to students of Indian origin. The bill proposes to create an overarching body 
headed by HRD minister and chairpersons and directors of all IIMs as members. But unlike the IIT Council, which is the 
highest decision-making body for IITs, this overarching forum will have limited powers and will serve the purpose of 
coordination, said sources. 
 
The bill will make the President of India the visitor of all IIMs and also introduce a uniform term of four years for 
chairpersons of each IIMs. Currently, the chairpersons of the six old IIMs have a three-year term, while those of the 
seven new ones get five years.  

IISc, University of Amsterdam ink pact on smart mobility 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/467871/iisc-university-amsterdam-ink-pact.html 

With the aim to try and mitigate Bengaluru’s perennial traffic problem, the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) and the 

University of Amsterdam (UvA) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Wednesday that would see them 

collaborate on a number of research projects to bring in the concept of smart mobility. 

 

The two institutes have earlier been actively involved in collaborations in various fields of sustainable transportation. 

The MoU will see them take up issues under topics such as urban complexity as well as pilot projects on bicycling. 

 

Eberhard van der Laan, the Mayor of Amsterdam, in his speech on the occasion talked about a number of challenges 

such as sewage disposal and provisions for the homeless  

that needed to be dealt with to achieve the goal of ‘smart city’.  

 

“On our way here from our hotel, we were stuck in a traffic jam of nearly two hours,” he said, elaborating on the 

challenges that Bengaluru needed to tackle.  

Laan said that 7,000 Indian expats who are presently residing in Amsterdam have taken well to the bicycle riding culture 

of that city. 

 

Clearly one of the main aims of the ‘smart mobility’ project is to try and replicate the success in Bengaluru. A number of 

papers were presented on the topic. An officer from the Directorate of Urban land Transport (DULT) highlighted the 

agency’s plan to popularise cycling in the city by making it the preferred choice for last mile connectivity, for 

neighbourhood trips, tourism, etc. “We are trying to do this by creating a demand through various means like Cycle Day 

events and by creating infrastructure,” he said.  

PacoBunnik from Amsterdam’s Urban Planning department also talked about the gradual change in his city’s traffic 

when the concept of bicycling was brought in.  

 

Alphonsus Stoelinga, Ambassador of the Netherlands to India, J M Chandra Kishen, Chairman, Centre for infrastructure, 

Sustainable Transport and Urban Planning (CiSTUP) of the IISc and Prof Peter Sloot from the University of Amsterdam 

also spoke. 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/467871/iisc-university-amsterdam-ink-pact.html
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IIT, IIM and ISI to offer a joint course 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/iit-iim-and-isi-to-offer-a-joint-course/57728/ 

Three premier institutions of IIT Kharagpur, IIM Kolkata and Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) Kolkata, have 

come together for the first time to offer a joint course in business analytics. 

Starting from this session, the Post Graduate Diploma in Business Analytics (PGDBA) will allow students the 

rare opportunity to become students of all the three institutions at the same time and study one semester at each 

of them. 

Professor Sudeshna Sarkar of Computer Science and Engineering department at IIT-KGP said the two-year full-

time residential diploma programme is aimed at creating business analytics professionals by giving students 

cutting-edge inter-disciplinary educational experience. 
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The first semester at ISI will focus on mathematical foundation, statistical and machine learning theories for 

analytics. The second semester at IIT Kharagpur will focus on the engineering aspects of analysing huge 

volume of data. 

The third semester at IIM Kolkata will concentrate on application of analytics in functional areas while in the 

fourth semester the students will be required to do an internship of six months duration on an analytics project 

in a business organisation. 

The field of business analytics aims to analyse understand and interpret large data sets from a business point of 

view. 

Technology and practices in this area are evolving rapidly and this course is expected to groom professionals 

with a strong foundation in statistics and machine learning, technology and business processes and applications, 

who will be ready for a career in the fast growing analytics industry, Sarkar said. 

In India, the analytics market is expected to double between 2011 and 2018 reaching a figure of 2.3 billion USD 

by 2018, according to a report published by Nasscom and Blueocean Market Intelligence. 

IIT Roorkee prof Garg appointed VC of Uttarakhand 

Technical University 

http://www.tkbsen.in/2015/03/iit-roorkee-prof-garg-appointed-vc-of-uttarakhand-technical-university/ 

Dehradun: Professor and Head of the Civil Engineering Department of IIT Roorkee Pradeep Kumar Garg was 

today appointed Vice-Chancellor of Uttarakhand Technical University. 

 

IIT Roorkee prof Pradeep Kumar Garg has been appointed VC of Uttarakhand Technical University. 

Uttarakhand Governor K K Paul appointed Garg to the post under the provisions of the Uttarakhand Technical 

University Act 2005, a Raj Bhawan release said. 

The appointment has been made for three years or till superannuation whichever comes earlier, it said. 

Born on August 11, 1958, Garg is a remote sensing and earth quake expert, it said. 

Garg has published more than 270 papers in national and international conferences and seminars and has 

authored a text book on Remote Sensing and produced two technical films on Story of Mapping. 
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